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Chemistry is unlike any science course you have ever taken!  In the past, science courses 
have covered some general concepts of chemistry (probably repeated multiple times 
throughout the grades).  However, this will be the first time you are taking a course 
specific to chemistry that will dive deep into the science.  To that end, you will encounter 
things you have never seen before.  Chemistry is an abstract science that seeks to 
understand things we cannot see or touch.  The foundations of chemistry rely heavily on 
math and physics concepts that you likely have never had to apply before.  Chemistry has 
its own language you will need to learn.  Honors Chemistry may be the first science 
course that you take that is taught in a college format.  There is simply too much material 
to cover so only selected topics can be explained in class and we will move quickly 
through the material.  The textbook is a college level text and requires a concentrated 
effort to learn. In the end, this will be great practice for college level study later.  
However, it may require a complete change in they way you approach a course: 
 

1. You will have to be responsible for much of your own learning.  This means 
spending significant time studying topics on your own and seeking help as 
needed. You cannot depend on class time alone to learn the material.  Selected 
topics are emphasized in class and lab, but it would be impossible to cover 
everything during the classroom time.  You will benefit greatly by being in a 
study group.  Get together on a regular basis with people you can work with and 
learn from.  Work on homework and discuss the topics together in a relaxed 
location. 

 
2. You may be used to waiting until the last minute to cram before a test or to do an 

assignment.  You may also be used to getting good grades with minimal effort.  
Chemistry does not work that way!  Chemistry is a process of assimilating 
knowledge, it requires time to study and think about what you have learned.  It 
requires lots and lots of careful practice.  You have to be wide-awake and not in a 
hurry to really learn chemistry. 

 
3. You may be used to reading a textbook (or maybe not) and understanding 

material and getting good grades.  Chemistry is not like that!  You have to really 
read the material – probably several times.  You will also need to read other 
sources (e.g., other texts, online articles, etc) to get a different perspective and see 
other examples.  It is usually difficult to learn from just one source.  You also 
have to keep ahead of the assigned class material and homework!  If a topic is 
taught in class and you have not studied you will usually get lost. 

 
4. You really do need to take notes in class and keep them organized.  You have to 

do your own work and seek your own understanding.  If you rely on others (and 
copy their work) you will not learn and ultimately get poor grades on tests. 

 



5. Chemistry is like learning another language.  It has its own system of symbols and 
grammar that you must memorize and master early in the class.  Memorize what 
the teacher tells you.  If you don’t, you’ll still be looking things up rather than 
learning new material being covered.  By the second quarter we use the language 
of chemistry to teach chemistry. 

 
6. It is easy for chemistry to get ahead of you if you don’t keep up.  Each unit 

depends on the previous.  If you procrastinate, or don’t study and keep ahead, you 
will find yourself hopelessly lost very quickly.  We cannot discuss a topic if we 
have not both studied it! 

 
 
The point of this is to make sure you understand what is needed and expected of you to 
succeed in Honors Chemistry.  If you choose not to put an honest and thorough effort into 
learning chemistry it may not be possible to get a good grade.  Even worse, you may not 
learn chemistry.  You will be asked to sign a study contract at the beginning of the course 
confirming that you understand and will follow these expectations. 
 


